BOOK REVIEWS
Although the possibility of anaphylaxis is mentioned in connection with certain drugs, its management is not reviewed.
The section dealing with local and regional anaesthesia causes some misgivings. Most anaesthetists in this country would disagree with the assertion that patients receiving spmal or epidural anaesthesia should have an intravenous infusion set up for the sole reason, apparently, that, "a ready route for drug administration is available", or that vasopressors are the treatment of choice for hypotension during such procedures. Intravenous regional anaesthesia, now a very popular technique amongst junior doctors in casualty departments, is described. However, there is inadequate warning of the dangers of accidental or premature cuff release.
Such deficiencies must be balanced against the very considerable assets of the publication. The chief of these is that it is eminently readable. It is a very practical book and the discussions of the pharmacology of drugs used in anaesthesia are useful. Chapters such as those dealing with preoperative preparation and investigation and the anaesthetist in consultation should provide the student with a much greater understanding of the role of the anaesthetist.
"Anaesthetics, Resuscitation and Intensive Care" remains a very good book for its projected audience, provided their reading is supervised and supplemented by discussion. Residents asked to read it during a brief anaesthetic term found it valuable, but all thought apt the statement by Prof. John Dundee in the Foreword:
"No book can fill the place of practical experience in the operating room, recovery ward, intensive care and respiratory units." J. P. KENEALLY.
Low Flow and Closed System Anesthesia.
Edited It demonstrates a resurgence of interest in low flow anaesthetic systems and is of specific value as the first book available on this topic.
The editors have divided the book into five sections: uptake and distribution; techniques and cost; special procedures; equipment and measurement and finally, ecology and liability. The main emphasis is on the practical aspects, clinical application, equipment used and monitoring requirements of closed system anaesthesia. As such it is of value to all anaesthetists, not just those interested in physiological studies.
Although the title may indicate a narrow selection of topics, in fact a wider spectrum is covered including chapters on pollution in the dental surgery, anaesthesia at high altitude and the Bain circuit which can hardly be classified as low flow.
Despite the multi-author approach the standard of presentation is generally high. Where further elaboration is required or when controversial topics are presented, the editors have also included their comments.
The references cited at the end of each chapter make this a valuable source book, however the irritating absence of reference titles does not facilitate the collection of additional information. When using the book as an off-theshelf reference, the "contents" pages should be consulted rather than the index which is virtually useless due to the lack of subdivisions under the general headings, e.g. 72 page references are cited under the title "nitrous oxide". One can also find a number of minor printing errors.
These criticisms still cannot detract from the overall usefulness of this book which should be found in every anaesthetic department library.
H. LIBERMAN.
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